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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

A>l claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 

h erewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allo\A/ance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course, THIS 

NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 

0 : the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 S This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 7/23/01 . 
2,. K The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3.5-23.25-65 and 70-77 . 

3 S The drawings filed on 29 December 1999 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 


An examiner^s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Brian Roffe (Reg # 35.336) on August 10, 20P4^ 


The application has been amended as follows: In claim 25, line 1 , delete "24" and 
insert -1-. 


The following is ap examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Based on 
arguments and declaration of applicant's representative, the prior art fails to disclose a 
system for determining occupancy state of a seat in a vehicle in combination with the 
vehicle, wherein the system comprises a processor means coupled to transducers for 
receiving the data from the transducers and processing the data to obtain an output 
indicative of the current occupancy state of the seat, the processor means comprising a 
trained pattern recognition algorithm created from a plurality of data sets, each of the 
data sets representing a different occupancy state of the seat and being formed from 
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data from the transducers while the seat is in that occupancy state. These limitations 
are neither taught nor obvious by the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
7564. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Cuchlinski can be reached on (703) 308-3873. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
305-7687 for regular communications and (703) 305-7687 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
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